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Aim and Purposes
To promote the spreading of the Faith of Jesus Christ according to the formularies of the Church
of England in co-operation with the Incumbent of the par ish.

We are committed to being a:
By fostering the faith in each person, wherever they may be, through
education, nurture, and prayer
WORSHIPPING By developing accessible, meaningful, worship for all members of our
community, young and old, devout and hesitant
CELEBRATING With the local community and collaborating with other organisations and
churches
PROCLAIMING By giving account of the faith within each committed Christian, not just by what
we say but what we do
CARING
By caring deeply about all aspects of our community and taking seriously the
command to love your neighbour as yourself
CHRISTIAN
By trying to be “Christ-like” Christians
COMMUNITY By taking the local community seriously, but at the same time being open to
the wider issues of our environment, society and world.
GROWING

The Parish of St. Margaret’s exists to:
•
•
•

Proclaim and witness to the Christian Faith as it has been revealed to us;
To build up the spiritual life of the worshipping community;
To reflect God’s love in serving the local community.

This report is about:
•
•
•
•

The life of our Church;
The mission undertaken to help people grow in faith and reflect God’s love in practical
ways;
The use of the resources at our disposal to carry out our objectives during 2014;
Our plans for 2016.
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Rector’s Report
During 2015 St. Margaret’s maintained a full schedule of Sunday and weekday services. In Holy
Week and at Easter we had the usual schedule and at Christmas a Carol Service on the Sunday
afternoon before Christmas and the usual Midnight Mass. Attendance on Sundays fell again in
2015. Led by our well-loved and able leader, Chris Daubney, our choir, enhanced by other
friends, performed Stainer’s ‘Crucifixion’ on Palm Sunday and Good Friday. Our music is a
splendid effort for a small village church and as well as leading worship, brings much pleasure to
many people.
There were no Confirmations in 2015, but a rise in the number of both Baptisms and weddings in Church.
We decided that in 2016 we would introduce a new service book for the Common Worship Eucharist, and
a draft was produced though final agreement on the contents has yet to be reached!
A very encouraging development in 2015 was the growth of our weekly Bible Study on Tuesday evenings,
which has seen new members participating and a growing enthusiasm for studying and applying God’s
word to our daily lives.
In July 2015 we reached the end of an era after 20 years of ‘Living Stones’ children’s ministry on Sunday
mornings. Attendance has dwindled in the last couple of years. Plans were already in hand for the launch
of a new children’s ministry later in the year, called Jam Club, which have now come to fruition.
Another era came to a close at the end of the year when our monthly magazine ‘Contact’ ceased
publication. The catalyst for this was the decision of our long-running editor Jill sands to retire from the
job. She had built up ‘Contact’ into a formidable publication, but no replacement editor was to hand. In
addition, we were encountering problems delivering the magazine to every house and advertising
revenue had been hit by the growth of a free community magazine ‘In and Around Iver’. We are still
working on the challenge of print communications. In 2015 we did however develop our use of the web
and social media. We launched a weekly ‘E-News’ which currently reaches over 160 people, and we have
a Facebook page which is regularly updated.

Once again we ran a ‘Scrap Metal’ Day in September, but the price of scrap metal has fallen
dramatically in the last year, we were also short of help in collecting the scrap, and we decided not
to run another one in 2016. In October the ‘Apple Day’ event was successful, never losing its
appeal, and raised more for St Margaret’s than the previous year. Other social and fund-raising
events were more limited, but we had a successful Parish Barbecue on a sunny Saturday in July
and an excellent afternoon tea in June at the home of David & Julia Dutton. Eileen Hemsworth
organised a very successful fund-raising sponsored walk for St Margaret’s in September and she
has agreed to run another one in 2016.
During the year we continued to support the Slough Foodbank with generous gifts from
worshippers. We also gave a substantial sum to the Barnabas Fund, which aids Christian under
persecution, particularly in Syria and Iraq.
Looking back, 2015 was a year when St Margaret’s embarked upon a transition,
demonstrated by the beginning of our ‘Church in Community’ Programme but also by the end of
some activities which have served us well and tentative beginnings of new methods of serving our
community, raising money, and communicating the gospel
Fr. Andrew
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Structure, Governance and Management
The Parochial Church Council
The Trustees of the Church of St. Margaret’s are the Parochial Church Council (PCC) which has
the responsibility of co-operating with the Rector in promoting the whole mission of the Church,
pastoral, evangelistic, social and ecumenical, in the ecclesiastical parish.
The PCC is a corporate body established by the Church of England. The PCC operates under the
Parochial Church Council Powers Measure. The PCC is exempt from registering with the Charity
Commission.

PCC Membership 2015/2016:
The PCC members are responsible for making decisions on all matters of general concern and
importance to the parish including deciding on how the funds of the PCC are to be spent.
Members of the PCC are either ex officio or elected by the Annual Parochial Church Meeting
(APCM) in accordance with the Church Representation Rules. During the year the following
served as members:
Incumbent:
Reader:
Churchwardens:

Fr. Andrew
Montgomerie
John Mitchell
John Mitchell
Julia Dutton

Deputy
Wardens/Verger:
PCC Lay Chairman:

Martin Sands

Treasurer:
Secretary:
Deanery Synod
Representatives:
(ex officio)

John Lane
Sue Boon
John Mitchell
Rob Penn
Martin Sands

Council
Members:

Rob Penn

Sue Boon
Nick Davies
Julia Dutton
Malcolm Brown
Eileen Hemsworth
John Lane
John Mitchell
Rob Penn
Rosemary Read
Martin Sands
Dee Singleton
Diane Watts (resigned during the year)
Chris Woolley

PCC Structure
The PCC operates through a number of committees, which meet between full meetings of the
PCC to discuss various topics that are then brought back to the PCC. The following committees
were in operation during 2015:
•
•
•

The Standing Committee
Junior Church
Building and Churchyard Committee
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• Social Committee
Banks:
National Westminster Bank, Langley, Berkshire
The Central Board of Finance of the Church of England
Independent Examiner:
Mrs. K. Willcox

The Christian Community
2006

2007

2008

2009

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

Electoral Roll

132

120

128

132

148

156

99

99

96

93

Normal Adult
Attendance

80

84

93

98

90

87

67

55

50.75

44

Normal
under 16
Attendance

14

18

14

15

19

15

4

4

3.13

1

94

102

107

113

109

102

59

53.88

45

2014

2015

Weekly Attendance
*71

* Denotes partly estimated figures

Christian Initiation:
2006

2007

2008

2009

2010

2011

2012

2013

Adult

0

0

1

0

2

2

0

0

0

1

Children

6

6

5

7

0

12

4

4

4

12

6

6

7

2

14

4

4

2009

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

Baptism

Total:

6

Confirmations

2006

2007

Adult

2

0

3

0

3

0

0

4

2

0

Children
(U 16)

2

0

2

0

1

0

0

0

5

0

Total

4

0

5

0

4

0

0

4

7

0

2008

6

4
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Marriage:
We maintain that it is suspected that the decline in couples wishing to be married in
church is due predominantly to an overall decline in couples getting married.
Marriages

2006

2007

3

6

Total:

2008

2009

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014 2015

6

1

2

4

2

2

2009

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

1

4

Worship:
Average attendance figures:
2006

2007

2008

Sunday
Communicants

64

70

69

68

66

62

54

52

46.74

40

Easter
Communicants

129

127

102

123

110

125

65

74

86

54

Christmas
Communicants

104

139

109

138

93

115

80

96

63

78

Weekly
Communicants

91

93

91

94

104

89

71

70

53

55

J.A.M. Club
(Nov. – Dec.)

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

13

The Grid

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A
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PCC Secretary’s Report
2015 has seen some new changes at St. Margaret’s, none more so than the outreach work
achieved by the volunteers, particularly through their work with the J.A.M. Club and The Grid. I
know that they are totally committed to these projects and I am in awe at the immense amount
of time and effort they have given to make the new outreach programme a success – very well
done to all!
7

Even though my artistic talents are somewhat limited(!), I had a most enjoyable morning helping
others to decorate the church at Christmas this year. No doubt there are lots of ladies and
gentlemen in the congregation who have their own hidden talents and could help us in many
ways. Why not come and join us?
A summary of the continued sterling work of the sub-committees and various groups that
operate within the Church are detailed in the following pages.
I can report that the PCC met six times during the year, with the Standing Committee meeting
five times. All of the sub-committees have met and reported to the PCC during the year.
Susan Boon

The Standing Committee
This is the only committee required by law and has the power to transact the business of the PCC
between meetings. The normal composition is the Incumbent, Wardens, Treasurer, Secretary
and Vice Chairman.

Churchwardens’ Report
The Church Wardens in 2015 were John Mitchell (JM) and Julia Dutton (JD).
Aims and Objectives of the Churchwardens:
The Churchwardens are officers of the Bishop, ex-officia members of the Parochial Church
Council who support and advise the Rector. In co-operation with the Rector, we are responsible
for the day-to-day running of the parish. Together with a wide range of duties, our aims and
objectives include:
Responsibility for ensuring that the fabric is kept in good repair. This includes overseeing the
maintenance of the church building and churchyard and any work necessary to implement the
Quinquennial Review recommendations. The Review falls due this year and an inspection was
carried out by Charles McClimont on Friday 12th February. A faculty will be raised to implement
any repairs that Mr McClimont considers necessary.
We are also entrusted with the movable property within the building, including the safekeeping
of valuables used during the services. With the help of Mary Mitchell, we have kept careful and
detailed records and inventories and complete the annual Deanery inspection. Mary's help in
this respect has been invaluable and we are very grateful to her for the large amount of time she
has devoted to St Margaret's.
Service related responsibilities include ensuring that the Church is unlocked/locked, that regular
duties such as those of sidespersons, readers and offertory teams are covered on each occasion
and that newcomers to the congregation, visiting clergy/preachers and the Bishop or
Archdeacon are made welcome when they visit. Church wardens must also ensure that pledges
and plate donations are counted and recorded and, if necessary, officiate at Morning and
8

Evening Prayer if the Rector or licensed lay reader is not available.
Churchwardens ensure that, as far as possible, all necessary action is taken to comply with
Health and Safety requirements.
We oversee and support the work of any committees responsible to the PCC, such as the
Building and Churchyard Committee and the Fund Raising Committee.
Our task as Churchwardens is dependent on good teamwork, involving many members of the
congregation and we thank them most sincerely for their help. We extend our warmest thanks
to Jean Pearson-Hall, who although no longer Deputy Churchwarden, still carries out many tasks
and willingly steps in to help when neither of the Churchwardens is available.
We have supported our Rector, Fr. Andrew Montgomerie, in his leadership and carried out our
work for the Church during 2015 both at St Margaret's and as members of the Deanery Synod to
the best of our abilities.
Our congregation at St Margaret's has dwindled over the last few years, largely due to illness and
incapacity to attend services and sadly, those who have passed on. Fr. Andrew and a small
dedicated team are making strenuous efforts to encourage younger people with the advent of
the JAM Club for children between the ages of 5-7, The Grid for 11 -13 year olds and the Xstream
club for 8-11 year olds which is to be launched on April 15th. We thank our team of Mary
Montgomerie, Dee Singleton, Mary Mitchell and Rob Penn most warmly for their tireless
devotion to this project.

Julia Dutton and John Mitchell

Communications Report
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The new ‘@st.margaret’s’ periodical leaflet and the ‘Contact’ magazine which ended in 2015
Communication is so vital to a Church’s life these days. People live very fast and busy lives- and
they communicate in many different ways- social media like Facebook and Twitter, searching
websites and mobile communications. That’s why at St. Margaret’s we have given some
attention in 2015 to developing our communications, not only with our own members, but with
the community we live in and even the world-wide community- for example, in 2015 we had
visitors who worshipped with us from Canada, South Korea, Taiwan and the United States.
www.st.margaretiverheath.org.uk
For many people, a Church website is the ‘go to’ place to find information about us. Our website
is a shop-window to the world of our activities. Chris Woolley maintains and updates our website
on a weekly basis and is keen to develop it further. We are rally grateful to him for helping us in
this way. The website will continue to be refreshed in 2016.
‘Contact’ and ‘@st.margaret’s
After 25 years, our ‘Contact’ magazine ceased publication at the end of 2015. After many years
of devoted editing (and a great deal of writing too), Jill Sands decided to retire from this
demanding job. ‘Contact’ was delivered to almost every home in the Parish by volunteers, and
advertising revenue enabled us to produce a magazine with photographs on quality paper.
However, in the last year, ‘Contact’ made a loss, and advertising revenue was under pressure
from the ‘In and Around the Ivers’ magazine. It was also increasingly difficult to manage our
distribution. Nicky Grayson retired in the summer after supervising the distributors for some
years, and for the remainder of the year, Sue Brain took over. The last issue, in December, was
truly the end of an era!
‘@st.margaret’s’ made its debut in December and a second issue came out in February, the next
is due in May. It is a small colour leaflet with information about upcoming events at St
Margaret’s which is available at several outlets- the Evreham Centre, the Library and Doctors’
Surgeries as well as at Jam Club and at the Church. It is a handy tool as an invitation to St.
Margaret’s, which we hope to develop further in 2016 both in content and distribution.
@st.margaret’s is also available via our website.
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St. Margaret’s E-News
In 2015 we began sending out a weekly update about St. Margaret’s by E-mail. We have now
sent out over 30 E-News and it is received by over 160 people. The E-News has weekly
information and usually at least one colour photograph. It also contains a Bible thought for the
week and contact information for the Church. The distribution is expanding week by week as
people connect with us via email.
Facebook Page
In 2015 we launched a Facebook page which is visited by people from all over the world - places
as far away as Australia, Uganda, Spain, Denmark, the USA! Thankfully, we have an increasing
number of ‘views’ from people in Iver, Slough and London. The page is updated weekly and
contains news of upcoming events and, of course, photographs! There is also space for people to
comment on events or particular posts. Currently we have 53 ‘likes’- we hope for many more in
2016!
We need to build on the progress of our communications in 2016 – watch this space!
Fr. Andrew

‘Church in Community’ Project
In 2015 St. Margaret’s began to put into practice the mission strategy called “Church in
Community” which the PCC adopted unanimously in July. The report proposing the project came
from the Church in Community Group which we reported on at the last AGM. The Project is very
clear in its aims, set out in the report:
“The Church in Community Programme will be aimed in the first stage at establishing and
growing two groups for children….with a commitment to an envisaged second stage- the
formation of a new congregation in the long-term.”
In November 2015 we took the first step in the project, the launch of the J.A.M. (Jesus & Me)
Club. We are currently planning the launch of a second childrens’ club, for older children, called
Xstream. The goal, the second stage, is to establish a new mission congregation from young
families and others in a less formal and less traditional setting.

J.A.M. Club
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JamClub Team
The J.A.M. Club meets at Iver Heath Scout Hut at 5 p.m. on Fridays. Activities include singing
Christian songs, a Bible story, and craft activities related to the theme. We sometimes do themerelated drama and we also have a games time and, of course, refreshments! At Christmas, we took
several children to a Christian pantomime presented by the Saltmine Theatre Group. At the time
of writing we are planning a Good Friday ‘Real Easter Egg J.A.M. Club Special’ after which
children will receive Easter Eggs containing a comic-strip re-telling of the Easter story.
At the time of writing we are busily preparing for a family event on the morning of Friday April
8th called ‘The Big Breakfast’ which will run from 9-11 a.m. Families will receive a free breakfast
and there will be several activities for the children. Several members of the congregation are
running the kitchen and members of The Grid group are helping to serve at this event. This is an
important event as it is the first event in which we are reaching out to the whole family through
J.A.M. Club.
We have exciting plans for the Summer term. Currently there are 26 children registered at J.A.M.
Club and this term we have averaged 15 children per week.
The J.A.M. Club is delivered by a team currently made up of Dee Singleton, Rob Penn, Mary
Mitchell, Mary Montgomerie and Fr Andrew. Claire Walker helped us on the team to get the Club
off the ground and Debbie L’Angellier is available to help with back up when a leader is away.
We have all been DBS checked and trained in managing children. Two of us are qualified
teachers.
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We have ten boys regularly attending J.A.M. Club

Xstream
A new club for children in school years 3-6 (Key Stage 2) is to be launched on Friday April 15th.
Xstream will follow a similar age-appropriate format to the Jam Club. The same leadership
team will organise Xstream. Publicity material is currently being distributed at the Iver Heath
Junior School and other locations. We will encourage children who are currently in Year 2 to
move into Xstream when they move into Year 3 in September.

‘The Grid’
‘The Grid’ is a group for children aged 10-14. Currently there are five regulars (a new girl joined
us in the summer). We meet Sundays from 5-6 p.m. in the Church Room, sometimes studying the
Bible, playing games, eating (!) and, at the end, praying together.
This year we have been on a bowling trip to Slough and had two visits from beautician Sam
Bifulco who shares her Christian faith whilst the girls enjoy her beauty tips and demonstrations!
We had a BBQ in September and held a cake sale after Church a few weeks ago, raising £71 for
our sponsored child in Myanmar.
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The Grid and their brothers and sisters at the February Cake Sale
The Grid is run by Fr Andrew and with small numbers attending it is likely that at the end of this
school year we will explore options for change, as we hope to integrate The Grid into the overall
‘Church in Community’ mission strategy.
Fr. Andrew

Building, Maintenance and Churchyard Report
While awaiting the Quinquennial Survey, the Building and Churchyard Committee have
continued to oversee maintenance tasks as deemed necessary during 2015 and ongoing
consideration of several matters for future action is continuing in conjunction with a number of
suggestions put forward by the Friends of St Margaret’s. Work on the boundary wall was finally
completed and, in the nave, adhesive pads have been applied to all the pews on one side of the
church in an attempt to prevent sliding and uneven movement. The remaining pews will be
provided with pads in 2016. As at 31.12.15, the Quinquennial survey had not been carried out.
As in previous years, the regular (Saturday) fortnightly churchyard maintenance work, from early
April to the end of October, has included grass mowing, hedge trimming and border
maintenance and the mowers were serviced early in the season. Some major lopping was
undertaken by Keith Pask to reduce the height and spreading growth of the boundary Yew trees,
and an autumn fire of the branches and accumulated ‘garden’ rubbish was again deliberately
arranged for 5th November in order to avoid complaints about smoke as in some previous years.
Welding was undertaken on the larger container to make it water-tight, but to ensure that
leaking does not recur, a covering of mastic is recommended. This may be done during 2016. A
Grant of £1,725 was obtained from the Parish Council with which a new mower and a new
strimmer were purchased.
Thanks are extended to all members of the working party, with our special thanks to Sheila
Ackrell, for providing refreshments and lunches throughout the season. As ever, the addition of
more people to help on the working party team is urgently needed.
14

Martin Sands and John Lane

Deanery Synod Report
Since our last APCM there have been three Deanery Synod meetings on: 15th July 2015, 4th
November 2015 and on 2nd March 2016. St Margaret’s has three Synod representatives plus Rev
Andrew Montgomerie attending the meetings.
Over the last year the Deanery Education Committee has organised several courses for lay
people. St Margaret’s sent three volunteers involved in the Jam Club to attend the Child
Protection Training.
At the July meeting there was a presentation from Diocesan staff on Church Schools in the
Diocese and the importance of working with the schools to enable them to demonstrate an
impact on the community. It is only by doing this that the schools can be rated outstanding by
Ofsted. Synod was also made aware of the reduction in budgets which posed particular
difficulties for small schools. Schools with a deficit budget face closure as they are not allowed to
become academies. Of the 284 church schools educating 55,000 children in the diocese 30%
have less than 100 pupils which makes them very vulnerable.
In November Maranda St John Nicolle, the World Development Officer for the Oxford Diocese,
spoke on the Syrian Refugee Crisis and Climate Change with an emphasis on what we could do to
help. These were prayer, discussion, provide skills and safe spaces such as play spaces for
children and to give generously. St Margaret’s is an active member in donating food for the
Slough Food Bank which provides help for refugees.
On climate change Maranda St John Nicolle stressed that this is a problem for the whole world
not just the affected areas. Her recommended actions were for us to become aware of what is
happening now; find stories that make it clear that it’s about the things and people we love. As a
church and as individuals we can make small changes such as changing to LED light bulbs which
use less energy. Small changes will make a difference if enough people make them.
The Deanery’s long standing Treasurer, Bob Chapman, sadly died in 2015 and at the March 2016
meeting we welcomed a new Treasurer Sheila Warburton. The great news was that for the
second year in a row the Deanery had managed to meet its Parish Share by the deadline so all
the parishes will get a 2% rebate and the Deanery gets 1% to go into a fund to help out struggling
parishes. The Parish Share increases by 3.5% this year. Discussions about reassessing the Parish
share paid by each parish will take place over the next few months and a future Deanery Synod
will reconsider how this is allocated.
The Deanery is split into 4 Groups of Parishes and 3 of the 4 reported what was happening in
their groups including how they worked together, what went well, what went less well and what
the plans were for the future. There were lots of examples of working together on Marriage
Preparation, Lent Courses and occasional events. The clergy in the groups met regularly to
provide support to one another. There were also projects which the churches supported like the
Night Shelter, the Well and Lighthouse and the Slough Foodbank. It was felt that overall
stewardship was an issue mainly due to people moving in and out of the parishes.
15

Looking forward, the Deanery is organising a Mission Event on Sunday 10th July at St Paul’s
Slough which will showcase the mission work being done by the parishes.

Rob Penn
Deanery Synod Representative

The Bible Study Group Report

Our Bible Study Group meets on Tuesday evenings in the Church Room. In 2015 we were looking
at Luke’s Gospel. During the year more people began to attend the group, as many as 12 some
weeks! One pleasing aspect was that we began to pray together more, and to share and support
each other in our Christian lives. As you can see, another vital element in the evening is
refreshments!
Let’s pray that together we may deepen our spiritual lives through studying God’s Word and that
others will feel encouraged to join us.
“Your word is a lamp to my feet,
and a light to my path.” Psalm 119 verse 105

Friends of St. Margaret's Report
The eighth Annual General Meeting of the Friends was held on 15th February 2015 when the
Management Committee was presented with a number of projects which could be funded by the
Friends. These included providing covers for the radiators in order to prevent marks appearing
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on the walls, the renovation of the names on the War Memorial and the replacement of the
cross on the church roof.
Management Committee Meetings took place on 26th May 2015 and 20th October 2015. At the
first of these it was reported that work to renovate the War Memorial had been carried out. A
leaflet had been included with the April edition of “Contact” with a view to increasing the
membership.
It was noted at the October meeting that there are errors on the War Memorial
and the local historian, Mrs Jane Sandy, was to have been asked to provide details of the
necessary corrections. Some repairs are needed to the lychgate roof, and Mr Steve Hyland, the
builder, is to be asked to give an estimate for these.
The finances of the Friends show continual improvement, now enhanced with small amounts of
cash from refreshments in church on one Sunday each month, together with subscriptions,
Income Tax recovered and Gift-Aided Donations.

John S. Lane.

Hon. Treasurer.

Music at St. Margaret’s
The worship at St. Margaret’s is significantly centred around the very regular celebrations of the
Eucharist – although it is, of course, regularly and importantly supported by the reciting of
Matins and Evensong. With very few, but nevertheless welcome, occasions the music we sing is
that in support of the Eucharistic services.
Please note the use of the word “support”. It is the words of the Liturgy which are the absolute
core of the worship – be they the traditional ones of the Book of Common Prayer (or its
essentially equivalent modern form as Common Worship Order 2), or the more modern ones in
Common Worship Order 1.
Any music we sing is there to enhance the beauty and meaning of those words – not to detract
from them or, worse still, to take over their “No. 1” position.
Hence the emphasis that we who help with the music try to give through the spending of a lot of
time ensuring that musically we follow the meaning of the words to the best of our abilities, by
trying to phrase what we all sing as though we were saying the words out aloud by e.g. observing
the punctuation and phrasing.
We are very grateful for the support that the congregations clearly give to that goad.
In the last year, the introduction of the regular use of the appointed Psalm between the first and
second lessons in CW 2 services has allowed our music to add – or, possibly more accurately,
17

renew! – the pleasure of singing psalms, which offer quite a different experience to singers and
listeners from hymns or the Eucharistic settings.
With the Eucharistic settings we are now able to mirror the style and language both of CW Order
2 / BCP services by the use of the traditional plainsong-style setting of Merbecke, and of CW
Order 1 services by the newly introduced use of Richard Shephard’s modern “Addington Service”
– and our many thanks to the congregation for their significant efforts to learn the Shephard
setting.
With our incredibly enthusiastic, but nevertheless very small, choir (after all Iver Heath is a
village, not a cathedral city!) we like to have the very occasional challenge to our musical
activities. No more than two per year are quite sufficient!
To that end we managed this year, with (as in previous years) the support of a number of very
kind and helpful augmenters from St. Margaret’s, our Deanery or the Amersham Deanery, to
enhance hopefully St. Margaret’s Holy Week observances by holding two services which were
centred around “The Cross of Christ” collection of hymns, lessons and anthems.
Finally, if I may be allowed a personal note, I would like to record my continuing great gratitude
to Fr. Andrew for his Rectorial as well as vocal support, to each and every one of the choir for
their fantastic willingness to tackle whatever I “throw at them”, to our augmenters, to Alan Winn
(and his wife Camilla) who help us out regularly, and last but certainly not least, to the
congregation who marvellously pick up the lead which the choir and I try to give, and thus make
the musical part of our worship so much better than it would otherwise by. THANK YOU.

Chris Daubney

18

Treasurer's Report
Year to 31st December 2015.

General Fund - Income.
Although total receipts for the year are almost the same as in 2014 the amounts under the
various headings differ markedly. Planned Giving is down by over E1,000.00 despite an
increase in
Allocated Collections (which are given to Charities) and in Income Tax Recovered.
Dividends from
the shares donated to the PCC two years ago have shown a welcome increase, as has Fee
income. The Miscellaneous Income mainly consists of the Deanery rebate of f490,
compensation from National Westminster Bank and a contribution from the Friends for an insert
distributed with "Contact" magazine.
Over the whole
period a surplus of almost f800.00 was achieved so that accumulated and unrestricted funds now
amount to E9,206.10.
The Charity
Commissioners suggest that surplus funds should amount to three months' normal expenditure,
which in the case of St Margaret's would be 12,500.00 or so.
General Fund - Payments.
Remittances to various Charities increased from £1,570.60 to £2,197.60 mostly due to Allocated
Collections (see above). The matter of which charities to support is decided by the Church
Council, The amount paid under our Diocesan Share increased by £1,000.00 and there will be a
similar
increase in 2016. Our Deanery, Burnham & Slough, has not met its obligations to the Diocese
for several years, and in order to recoup this situation the parishes will face higher than usual
increases as these payments to the Diocese provide Clergy stipends, pensions and the like.
Upkeep of the church building this year was slightly less than last year mainly under the
headings of gas and insurances.
Miscellaneous expenses mainly consisted of War Memorial
renovation, central heating boiler servicing and the cost of the weekly envelopes.
Churchyard Fund
A Grant of f1,725.00 was obtained from the Parish Council which was partly utilised in the
purchase of new mowing equipment.
This extra equipment has been very useful to the
working party who have worked very hard in trying to maintain the grounds to an acceptably
high standard.
The repair of the boundary wall was completed during the year the expense being covered by
the Parish Council Grant.
Building Maintenance and Improvement Fund
The Receipts during the year were added to the previous balance in anticipation of the next
quinquennial survey which is due imminently.
John S. Lane.
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ACIB

Hon. Treasurer.
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